Graduate & Faculty Christian Forum Review 2025

The year 2025 saw four outstanding presentations from Christian scholars from: (i) the UK via the USA
(Jeremy Begbie), (ii) Canada (Quentin Genuis), (iii) South Africa (Martin de Wit) in conversation with
Regent College’s Loren Wilkinson, and (iv) USA (John Owen) in conversation with Paul Freston from
Brazil. They dealt in creative and Spirit-filled ways with questions that are important to every thinking
Christian: How does music (performed or listened to) expand our understanding and experience of God and
our own human longings?; How does Christian theology inform the definition of human life and the value
of the individual?; How does responsible creation care defines the Christian’s understanding of
environmental problems?; and finally Why should Christians today cherish constitutional democracy and
work towards a world that enables its flourishing (perhaps the most profound question of them all)?

Indeed, I see an even bigger theme underlying this disparate series of topics: To what extent are we
Christians committed to co-existence with rather than domination of nature, and indeed committed to
sustainability rather than progress or continuous economic growth at the expense of a healthy creational
order? People are indeed exceptional among living beings. Language, art, music, science, and worship
confer on us a responsibility that is truly exceptional and life giving.

The presentation by Professor Jeremy Begbie was, in my view, the most original and winsome. He
compared C.S. Lewis’ fleeting experiences of joy prior to becoming a Christian with his own Christian hope
as expressed through the music of Robert Schumann’s Dichterliebe (poet’s love). Jeremy performed the
music while at the same time offering his own interpretation of the composer’s deep, unfulfilled longings.
I was moved to tears of joy by the beauty of the combined theological and musical experience.

Dr. Quentin Genuis addressed a wide range of ethical issues with which all human beings and societies
must grapple, but which he feels especially acutely as an emergency care physician. In particular, he zeroed
in on what features define human life and the value of the individual (especially those wounded by drug
addiction or facing the end of life). These are not exclusively medical inquiries but also profound ethical
concerns that should lead us to rethink medical ethics “in light of the good.” As an Emergency Care
Physician at St. Paul’s Hospital in Vancouver’s downtown core, Physician Ethicist Genuis revealed that his
responsibilities are complex and that he longs for more assistance from local churches. In his pledge to raise
awareness of these issues for a broader public, he just released a new book: Recovering People: Addiction,
Personhood, and the Life of the Church.

Professor Martin de Wit and Professor Emeritus Loren Wilkinson (in his role as responder) developed a
strong Biblical basis for responsible creation care. They emphasized that “Christians cannot responsibly
act as if there is any part of creation or human action that falls outside the scope of the gospel.” Loren used
his most recent model of Circles and the Cross: two mysteries of the cosmos and consciousness that circle
around the greatest mystery of all, Christ the Messiah, which defines our place in creation as suffering love.

Professor John Owen made a powerful statement on the Christian’s obligation to oppose authoritarianism
and to work for a world that enhances constitutional democracy. He focused his attention on challenges to
democracy from China and Russia, but also alluded to current complexing concerns in America. It was
strategic that Dr. Paul Freston from Brazil was able to respond to the presentation from a Global South
perspective and add so much pertinent to the discussion. We are at a particularly critical juncture in history
to call forth Christian support and defense of the culture of democracy as autocratic leadership gains
traction, not only in the USA, but in many countries world-wide.

We acknowledge the sterling work of Gordon Carkner and his advisory committee in bringing these world
class scholars into our neighbourhood. ~Olav Slaymaker, Professor Emeritus Geography, member of
the GFCF Planning Committee



